
 
 

My Teaching Philosophy  
 
 
Before I describe the details of my teaching philosophy, it’s important 
for me to make clear that I fully understand the importance of my job 
and the huge responsibility it entails. When I was a little boy, I used to 
ask stepfather (an airline pilot) if he got nervous having the fate of so 
many people in his hands; he told me, “I was well-trained, I have a 
great team taking care of my airplanes and I am always studying to 
keep myself at the top of my game.” Though I never thought I would 
compare his job to mine, I now see the similarities: I have undergone 
great teacher training, I have an amazing support team of admins and 
assistants and I am always tweaking my technique and improving my craft. Teaching in a 
top-notch international school means parents have paid a lot of money for their child’s education, 
my administrators have entrusted me with the effective delivery of their curriculum and my 
students depend on me to not only help them learn, but to help them grow into curious, confident 
global citizens. Everyday I teach, I try my best to not only live up to, but hopefully surpass, the 
expectations that others have placed in me.  
 
My teaching philosophy is focused on using my passion for teaching, my life experience and my 
tireless work ethic to instill 21st century skills and help my students live up to their school’s 
mission. In order to do this, I rely on my charisma with students, the use of appropriate edtech 
tools and a focus on learning goals. Using an Understand by Design methodology, I start each 
unit by laying out attainable standards-based learning goals I expect my students to reach. I then 
start planning out the most enriching and engaging learning experiences that will help them 
reach these goals and whenever possible, I choose an inquiry-based approach. In the class 
periods that follow, I work alongside my students to help them reach their learning targets, all the 
while providing them with opportunities to use their own voice, choice and creativity as part of 
their learning.  
 
I am very conscious of balancing class time between different forms of learning, so a typical 
class might begin with reflection on what we learned in our last class, which leads to active 
questioning about what we can expect to follow in today’s class. Looking for an engaging hook 
or preview exercise, I then deliver the day’s learning goals, main ideas and a description of our 
class activities to come. From there, we may be reading and discussing excerpts from the 
textbook together, doing pair/group work to process the information, acting out the lesson, 
engaging in game-based learning, writing reflections to trigger higher-level thinking, engaging in 
solo research to seek out and process information, or staging debates or structured 
controversies as a class. I’ve learned that every class I teach needs to have a perfect balance 
between a basic level of routine and a constant element of variety. As a student, I learned the 
most from those classes where my teachers created a fun environment in the classroom, so I 
always think to myself, “Would I as a 13 year-old Adam -- with his short attention span and 
constant need to feel challenged -- enjoy this lesson?” I try my best to “teach like a pirate” and 



go through a checklist to come up with ways to make each lesson as fun, quirky and engaging 
as possible, while keeping the learning goals as a major focus.  
 
Since it is my responsibility to challenge students to push their thinking beyond the immediate 
task at hand, I seek ways to engender higher-level thinking and make connections to their 
personal experiences. Students feel safe in my classroom and are comfortable taking chances 
or making mistakes. I make it clear I don’t know all the answers, but being a lifelong learner I am 
always looking to enrich my knowledge, so my students and I are always learning together. I 
have learned from my teaching experience that hands-on learning is often the key to 
engagement, so my classroom is always full of role-play, which allows students to not only 
understand a concept from a different perspective, but also to develop empathy along the way.  
 
My middle school social studies teacher was a mentor to me. He opened my eyes to the world 
around me and provided me with the organizational skills I needed to succeed while also helping 
me find my voice and self-confidence. Everyday, I aim to be that nurturing presence for my 
students, hopeful that one day one of them will be writing the same thing... 


